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 Pastor’s Message 
Happy Easter! 

 I'd like to start out by thanking everyone who put in so much work to make 
our Easter services happen. It was hectic trying to get everything together and 
we wouldn't be able to do it without the combined efforts of all our 'ohana. 

 It may seem like lot of work, but inaugurating the Easter season is worth the 
effort. Yes, inaugurating; it can be easy to forget, but Easter Sunday marks the 
beginning of a long celebration that culminates at Pentecost. I know when you 
see those Easter eggs on the sale rack at Foodland it can feel like Easter is over, 
but our rhythm in life isn't set by merchandising. It isn't set by our work sched-
ule, or the school year. It isn't even set by the changing of the seasons or even 
the aging of our own bodies. Our rhythm is set by God's call in our lives. While 
there are times to mourn and to fast, the rhythm that God sets for our lives is 
overwhelmingly one of celebration. 

 I was chatting with a friend and the topic of fasting for Lent came up. He 
was remarking on just how hard it is to give up something we enjoy for 6 
weeks when I pointed out that strictly wasn't true, since historically throughout 
Lent you weren't supposed to fast on Sundays. He laughed. “That's worse” my 
friend objected, and I had to agree. If I am giving up something, its easier to 
distance myself completely from it and not even look at it a little. This year I 
fasted from any kind of food for the first six hours of the day. It sounds tough 
but after a couple of days I was used to it and the hunger pangs went away. I 
found the hardest part about fasting during Lent was breaking my fast, because 
if I got out of the rhythm my body was used to the hunger pangs came back. 
Taking a moment away from the challenge I had set for myself was the hardest 
part of the challenge. Athletes train hard but part of their regime is a rest day. 
A sabbath, a time for recovery. If you follow sports at all you have probably 
read a story or two about a player to hurts himself in the preseason pressing too 
hard to get into top shape. The drive to succeed can sometimes become a weak-
ness if it isn't tempered by humility and an awareness of our own limits. 

 Focus is necessary in any discipline including spiritual disciplines, but often 
we are like athletes so goal oriented that we miss what God is really trying to 
teach us. We become like those athletes that treat their sport like serious busi-
ness but miss out on the 'love of the game'.  As we reach out for more faith, 
more charity, more patience, let's keep in mind there is nothing God can't do. 
He is not waiting for someone to put in enough effort or discipline so that God 
can finally accomplish His work. On the contrary, He invites us to join in His 
work for the purpose of shaping us according to His will. He invites us to come 
have fun with Him. 

The risen Christ invites us to come, follow, and be more like him. Lent is past 
and Easter is here. Rejoice, rest and reflect. Follow his rhythms, celebrate the 
joy of the resurrection. Tell someone you love them. Joke around with the per-
son next to you at in the check out line. Buy some one lunch. Spread that Joy 
today! 
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Board of Deacons 
Aloha everyone!  

    Congratulations to all the 2019 graduates.  May the journey that you 
are going on be unassailable! Full of adventure and personal growth!  

    We like to wish all the mothers a happy Mother's day! All the diffi-
cult sacrifices.  All the unwanted compromises. All the long day and 
late nights.  Tolerating all our wrongs and rights. All the trouble and 
unwanted stress. All things mundane,  rut of life. Being not just a mom, 
but also a wife, chef, chauffeur,  counselor,  peace maker, negotiator, 
teachers, nurse, doctor,  personal shopper and more. Thank  you! 
Words are not enough. For being stronger than tough. You're an angel 
in disguise,  life's biggest prize.  

     As I'm older I appreciate my mother even more. Happy Mother's 
day ladies! 

Leang Smith, 

Board of Deacon  
Sandy Yin 

Board of Christian Education 
Aloha! 

 

Thank you for everyone who came out to our Easter Fun Day. We hope you and your keiki had fun! 

 

In June, the Board of Christian Education will be hosting two Vacation Bible School sessions: The first 
session will be for toddlers (ages 0 to 5 years old) and caregivers on Wednesday, June 26 from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. The elementary and youth session will be held on Saturday, June 29 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Registration starts on May 1. If you are interested in registering, email wucc@hawaii.rr.com or call (808) 
677-3317. You can also talk to Veronica or me at church. 

 

We also want to wish Donna a huge congratulations for graduating from Waipahu High School at the end 
of May. We are so excited to see what God has in store for you! :) 

 

Thank you for your continual support of our children. Have a blessed month! 

Jackie on behalf of the Board of Christian Ed 

 

mailto:wucc@hawaii.rr.com
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

INTERESTED IN BE-
COMING A MEMBER?  
We’ll be forming an inquir-
er’s class for those interest-
ed in sharing our questions 
and our faith, discussing the 
roots of this church and the 
UCC, and how we get 
things done in service to 
God’s will.  Let the Dea-
cons, Pastor Makana or 
Cecile know if you’re inter-
ested. 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY 
SCHEDULE for the year. 
Second Saturday of the 
months at 8:00 a.m. May 
11, June 8, July 13, Aug. 
10, Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 
9 & Dec. 14, 2019. Please 
mark those dates on your 
calendar.  Thank you!   
 

COMMUNITY SER-
VICE:  Hawaii FoodBank, 
food drop; every 3rd Tues-
day; next event is Tuesday,    
May 21, June 18, July 16, 
Aug. 20, Sept. 17, Oct. 15, 
Nov. 19 & Dec. 17, 2019 at 
7:30 a.m. at the Senior 
Apartments. Please come 
out and help distribute food 
to the seniors.  Mahalo! 
 

Chancel Choir: Just a 
reminder: Choir practices 
every Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in 
David’s Den.  It’s never too 
late to join us in music, fel-
lowship and fun! Mahalo, 
Alika and Jackie. 

 

Playground activity on 
Wednesday 

Social Action 
From the Social Concerns Committee, 

Looking Out and Looking In... 

 One of Jesus’ commandments to his disciples was to go out 
and seek the lost sheep, and to bring them back into the fold, so 
none are left to the dangers surrounding them. Likewise, even to-
day, we can hear Jesus clearly calling us to look for the lost among 
us, whether it be at a workplace, our community, or even in a 
church.  

 This month, we tried to do this in a new way: The Social Con-
cerns Committee funded an outreach (through the Council) to see 
if we might open the doors of our church and Community Center 
to provide a noon meal our neighbors located in a nearby housing 
complex. We thank the Council for endorsing this effort and 
providing the 120 meals to be catered and delivered to our church 
on May 11th. At this writing, there are no actual results tabulated, 
but just having our youth working as servers, sends a strong mes-
sage to others: “We are Here, and We Care!” 

 We show our Care by “looking out” at our community and 
then, “looking in” at ourselves to see where our church can be-
come a more caring presence in those places where Jesus’ words 
of compassion are felt and heard in a new way.  

 We thank the Church and the committee for this opportunity 
and a special thank you to Irene Nomura who was instrumental in 
reaching our neighbors.  

 May this be the beginning of new ways for us to be a church 
that cares! 

  Tom 
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We Turn to God in Prayer 
We will print the names of those in need of prayer.  If you suggest a name, please be sure that you 
have secured their permission for doing so and make sure to contact the church office when the name 
should be removed.  If not, the name will be removed after one month.  

Continual Prayers Family of Members Church Friends 

for Members Hinano & Hina   

Charlotte Inouye Felmet (Mark)   

Renee Chung Yasu Saiki(Edith) Age to Perfection  

Lee Gantala Kelly & Jeff Yu Wei Gong  

Vision for Waipahu UCC   Pagaragan family Herbert Kiyabu  

Cora Hobbs-Oshiro Geraldine Yee (Ewa) (JoAnn)    

Colleen Gantala Walter Saiki (Edith) Mildred Carlstrom 

#Edith Katano Rylan Yee (Lily's grandson) (Lee) 

Isayas Gabriel Isaac Aspera (Harriet) Pat Isobe   

Auri Gabriel Allyson Tamayose  (Eddie) 

Suzanne Roller (Sonny & Jane) Virginia Padayhag  

Andrew Araki Donna Toro (Lion's Club) 

Dennis Schneider (Chinen's daughter) Rose Marie Peleras 

#Lily Yee Zachary Otsuka (DeSeagher) 

#Judy Parker (Nishihara's grandson) Michael Alonzo 

Harriet Aspera Tim Kolb Alesia Gordon 

Jean Murakami (JoAnn's brother-in-law) HarryYamamoto    

Judith Hayashida Elyssa Batalon    (Jane & Sonny friend) 

Felisa Chang    Leslie Tawata Joseph Fraticelli 

Elmer Pagaragan   John Hahn Raymond Fletcher    

Esther Luna (Mark's son-in-law) Wendell Davis and family 

Richard Chung Yvonne Colton John Carlstrom 

Alice Oshiro Bronson Colton 

  (Harriet) 

 *In hospital or rehab Blayne Nikaido  

 #In care home (Minakawa)  

  Brian Luna 

  (Sam)  
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April Memories 
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Easter Sunday 



 7 Easter Sunday 
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       DATES TO REMEMBER 

Every Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
First Sunday is: 9:30 a.m. Communion Sunday 
   
Sunday, May 5 11:00 a.m. Board of Christian Education Meeting 
Saturday, May 11 8:00 a.m. Church Work Day 
 11:00 a.m. WUCC Community Luncheon 
Sunday, May 12                    ~ MOTHER’S DAY ~  
 10:30 a.m. Social Action Meeting 
Tuesday, May 14 5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting 
Tuesday, May 21 7:30 a.m. Food Drop at the Senior Apartments 
Wednesday, May 15 10:00 a.m. Pule Ohana - Prayer Ministry 
Thursday, May 16 4:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
Wednesday, May 22 10:00 a.m. Bingo-ship 
Sunday, May 26 9:30 a.m. Memorial Day Service 
  3:00 p.m. Board of Deacons Meeting 
Monday, May 27           ~ Memorial Day * Office closed ~ 

 


