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Pastor’s Message
“Oh come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.
Psalms 95:6-7a
As a church, we have been doing a lot of reflecting and evaluating
this summer, and one of the big topics that has come up over and over is
our worship service and its format. We are called to worship God in everything we do, making ourselves a living sacrifice as Paul puts it in Romans 12. But we are not just individuals, but also the collective Body of
Christ, so we must also come together in collective worship as well.
Worship services are about us collectively giving glory to God and what
we do in our services should therefore be attuned to that collective goal.
While I find the private preparation of my sermons to often be a very
worshipful experience, their value to our Sunday worship service is primarily about how they encourage and draw the congregation into glorifying God. Likewise, even the purpose of a piano solo, in the context of
a worship service, is to turn our hearts and minds towards giving glory
to God. Even the announcements we do towards the end of the service
provide opportunities to give glory to God. We should always be looking for ways to better worship God collectivity, and to that end it makes
sense that we should plan our worship services even more collaboratively. In order to do that, we didn't want to leave it all up to a fixed worship
team because that would only represent a fraction of our congregation.
So we decided to start doing brainstorming workshops that are open to
everyone. The hope is that all of you will be able to attend one of the
days to share your ideas. Regular attendance isn't expected. In fact, I
think having people come and go will help us generate more ideas and
understand more what draws us as a people to worshipful spaces.
That being said, we had our first worship planning workshop on August 19th and a lot of great creative ideas were discussed. So many that
we had to par it back to trying to implement just a couple for our next 3
week series on 1 Timothy. First the group suggested we add a little more
music to the opening of worship. If you have a song or hymn that you
haven't heard in a while, lets us know, and we will try to fit it in. The
second thing that the group wanted to try is make the invocation and call
to worship a little easier to follow. Reading a prayer in unison is a valuable practice, it is a way that we can pray together and by extension encounter God together. But if the language of the prayer is cumbersome
or the vocabulary unfamiliar, we can be left feeling disengaged, mouthing words that are disconnected from our hearts, no better than a clanging gong making random noises.
Continued on page 3
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Church Council
Many things are happening in the life of Waipahu United Church of Christ.
The work to address the City and County of Honolulu's assessment of substantial Real Property tax
is ongoing. Pastor Makana has taken on much of the ground work to communicate with the City's assessors to have the tax reduced. Working on compiling information to support our assertion that we operate as a church with a missions to serve this community were Judy Hayashida, Mark Felmet and our
Administrative Assistant Cecile Goo. An Appeals Board hearing is scheduled for August 29 2019,to
present oral testimony. We have also submitted written testimony and supporting information to the
City Assessors to support our stand that we should not be seen as a commercial enterprise that just leases our property. As a result of all these efforts we have received and offer from the City which would
result in a reduction in the amount of tax assessed. While not completely eliminated, if we accept their
offer, the amount of tax that would be assessed would be less than half of the original tax bill. Our attorney will discuss the offer with Pastor Makana and whether at this point it would be reasonable to
press the appeal further. So, progress is being made, though we will probably have reduced tax liability. Stay tuned.
The Waipahu United Church of Christ is the beneficiary of two very substantial gifts from Janet Yoshida and from the estate of Amy Sakuma. Janet Yoshida has donated $5,000 to the WUCC. The Yoshida family has been supporters of the church since its beginnings as the Waipahu Community Church,
through its original construction, through many upgrades, refurbishment of what is now the J. Toku Yoshida Community Center, the construction of the present sanctuary, just to name a few. As such, we
need to recognize this additional support of the church's ministry here in Waipahu.
The estate of Amy Sakuma, through its successor trustee Jane Liu, has been in process of making a
substantial donation to WUCC. This donation is the result of the lifetime relationship Amy had with the
WUCC and its pastors, staffs and members. It is heartwarming to me that Amy would consider the
work the church attempts in various forms of outreach are so valuable and necessary that she would give
to continue and expand that work.
In order to have the church serve its members and the community, many hands are needed. Some of
the members are up front in the various parts of the church operations as members of the boards and
committees. Functions are varied and the jobs within the committees and boards get a lot of things
done. Upcoming are holiday events, the City of Kapolei Thanksgiving luncheon. Thank the Board of
Deacons for work helping to put together the Sunday services, special events such as the dedication of
the Community Center. They could use some additional members to help share the load as they do cover a lot of areas. The Trustees manage facilities use and facilities maintenance, finance many issues. They can also use assistance on their projects such as the monthly workdays. Thank you to you
all and those in other committees and board and individual volunteers for all you do.
Upcoming very shortly is the Fall Bazaar, which has been scheduled for October 12, 2019. We will
need volunteers to help in various areas. In order lighten the load, there will be no chicken sale, as decided at the previous Congregational Meeting. Keep in mind this date as there will need to be help in
preparing for the event as well as on the day of the bazaar and clean up.
Please keep updated with our events calendar and be involved with the activities of the church.
Aloha, and God bless you all
Wayne Oshiro
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...continued from page 1, Pastor’s Message
So we are sitting down to try to rewrite some of our existing
liturgy and exploring some creations of our own. This might
sound like a big job, but it does need to be difficult. In fact, we
think that simpler is probably better. You might not think that you
are much of a singer, but chances are pretty good that if you are
reading this, you can also write. Write down some of your prayers
and share them with us! You can even remain anonymous if you
would like.
Our next worship planning focus group will be October 7th at
7pm in David's Den. In that session we will prepare the liturgy
and order of worship for Advent; sharing our experiences of
hope, peace, joy and love. So come with a story to share or an
idea you want heard, and together we will worship God.

Board of Trustees
Aloha from your Board of Trustees.
At our Church’s last Congregational Meeting held on August
18, 2019, a number of items were discussed. We also were asked
to filled out two surveys. Results of both surveys will be shared
with everyone once they have been analyzed and collated. We
also had a vote regarding whether we should have a Fall Bazaar
this year. The results were 25 members voted in favor of having
one and 9 voted against having one. Based on these results, we
will have one. However, we will not be having a Huli Huli
Chicken sale due to the amount of labor involved in this effort.
The Council later voted on having our Fall Bazaar on Saturday
October 12, 2019. As mentioned in previous Outlook articles,
we need to supplement our income since we did away with the
annual 2 chicken sales and 2 bazaars (later cut back to one)
which were held in prior years. If you will recall, we had a successful Zippy’s fundraiser earlier this year. We budgeted $26,000
in fund raising income for 2019.
The Zippy’s sale brought us $9,551. So, we are short approximately $16,500 from our approved budget. We need to make up
for this shortage. We desperately need volunteers! We have
posted in the back of the Sanctuary a sign-up sheet for all areas
we would like to have in the Bazaar. We also need a Bazaar
Chairperson to coordinate this event. Besides supporting our
church financially, this event is a Waipahu Community tradition.
It gives us the opportunity to interact with the people of Waipahu
who don’t normally come into our facility. FYI, at our last Board
of Trustees meeting, ALL members of the Board and our Pastor
Makana volunteered to support this Bazaar and will be working.
Please Kokua!
God Bless-Mark H. Felmet-Chair BOT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please pray for the family
of Helen Barcelona. She
passed away on Tuesday, August 27, 2019. Service will
be here at Waipahu UCC on
Thursday, September 12,
2019 at 10:30 a.m. Refreshments to follow.
INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
We’ll be forming an inquirer’s class for those interested
in sharing our questions and
our faith, discussing the roots
of this church and the UCC,
and how we get things done
in service to God’s will. Let
the Deacons, Pastor Makana or Cecile know if you’re
interested.
CHURCH WORK DAY
SCHEDULE for the year.
Second Saturday of the
months at 8:00 a.m. Sept. 14,
Oct. 12, Nov. 9 & Dec. 14,
2019. Please mark those dates
on your calendar. Thank
you!
COMMUNITY SERVICE:
Hawaii FoodBank, food drop;
every 3rd Tuesday; next event
is Tuesday,
Sept. 17, Oct.
15, Nov. 19 & Dec. 17, 2019
at 7:30 a.m. at the Senior
Apartments. Please come out
and help distribute food to the
seniors. Mahalo!

Chancel Choir: Just a re-

minder: Choir practices every
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in David’s Den. It’s never too late
to join us in music, fellowship and fun! Mahalo, Alika
and Jackie.

Board of Deacons
Aloha everyone!
Whew! What a busy summer. Many of us traveled on vacations, visited friends and families. Due to schedule conflicts, there were times we couldn't meet. We've been working diligently
to prepare for upcoming events and next year’s schedule. As most of you are aware, this year
there are only four members representing the Board of Deacons. At our recent Council meeting
I've announced my decision to not serve next year. It's been overwhelming with a full time job,
various responsibilities, meetings and datelines. My plate has been over-filled. Thank you for the
opportunity and for trusting me to serve on this board. I've learned so much from so many people.
Leang Smith,

Chair Deacon

Long Range Planning
Aloha,
Thank you to all who participated in our Long Range Planning Committee survey on Sunday, August 18. We are currently sorting through the 42 responses, but wanted to share the preliminary results with you.
Participants indicated that increasing membership and attendance should be our church's
top priority, along with exploring new forms of worship service formats. We also asked
participants to name three strengths of our church. People commonly cited our faithful and
generous members; our church's beautiful buildings and facilities; and an overall welcoming
spirit.
Our committee will work with the Worship Development Brainstorming Team -- which
consisted of Pastor Makana, Veronica, Joyce, Eddie, Alika and me at our first meeting on Aug.
19 -- to implement a few changes in the worship service in September, taking our survey results into consideration. Please join the next Worship Development Brainstorming meeting in
early October (date TBD) if you are interested in discussing our worship service formats.
As always, if you have any questions, comments or concerns, you are always welcome to
speak with one of our members in the Long Range Planning Committee. We'd be more than
happy to hear from you.
Aloha,
Pastor Makana, Veronica, Clarence, Leang, Mark and Jackie
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Did You Know
Katelyn Andre moved to Hawaii in October
2018 to join her husband, Farrell Andre who has
been stationed here since July 2017. She found our
church online. I asked Katelyn what she liked about
our church and the Praise dance group. Her exact
words were "Yolanda welcomed me with open
arms from my first day at church, and I've felt like
a part of the church family ever since!" That sounds
just like Yolanda Hernandez.
Many of our members were impressed with her
unique desire to join our dance group, and eagerness to perform in front of strangers. Who wouldn't be? She learned every routine with ease. We've
learned that she's a dancer. She's been dancing at an
early age; jazz, ballet, she's done it. Last week her
parents came to visit for a week. They wanted to
see her during our regular practice. Katelyn asked
her parents what was the highlight of their trip? It
was her hula practice! She's a natural. We're
blessed to have her. Thank you Katelyn.
Leang Smith

Playground Wednesday

First day of Playground Wednesday had 7 adults and 11 kids
on site. Fun activities for children.
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Did You Know
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The General Synod of the United Church of Christ is the national decision-making body for the denomination, responsible for
giving general direction to the evangelistic, missionary, and justice programs of the UCC. The Synod is composed of delegates,
either clergy or lay, from 38 conferences of the UCC, apportioned in a manner similar to states in the US House of Representatives.
In 1961, Evaresto Conselva was selected as one of 12 delegates
to represent Hawaii at the Third General Synod in Philadelphia
where significant decisions were made by the delegates. Also in
attendance was Dr. Abraham K. Akaka, General Synod Chaplain, who impressed all who heard him speak and sing hymns in
the worship services. The conference lasted 2-3 days and Ewa
was most impressed by the speakers and especially enjoyed meeting the other delegates from around the country.
Ewa was accompanied to Philadelphia by his wife, Doris and
their daughter, Yolene who presented orchids to the delegates on behalf of the Hawaiian Conference.
Following the conference, Ewa, Doris and Yolene did a bus road trip to visit Washington DC and
witnessed the 4th of July fireworks. They made a stop in New York City where they visited with
Rev. Benjamin Junasa, former minister of the Evangelical Church of Waipahu, and his family. Their trip continued on to Albany New York, Niagra Falls and San Francisco. It was an honor
for Ewa to represent Hawaii as a delegate and definitely a most memorable trip!

Labor Day - History
Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union and labor movements grew, different groups of trade unionists chose a variety of days on which to celebrate labor. In the United States, a September holiday called Labor
Day was first proposed in the early 1880s. Alternate stories of the event's origination exist.
According to one early history of Labor Day, the event originated in connection with a General Assembly of the
Knights of Labor convened in New York City in September 1882. In connection with this clandestine Knights assembly, a public parade of various labor organizations was held on September 5 under the auspices of the Central
Labor Union (CLU) of New York. Secretary of the CLU Matthew Maguire is credited for first proposing that a
national Labor Day holiday subsequently be held on the first Monday of each September in the aftermath of this
successful public demonstration.
P. J. McGuire, Vice President of the American Federation of Labor, is frequently credited as the father of Labor
Day in the United States.
An alternative thesis maintains that the idea of Labor Day was the brainchild of Peter J. McGuire, a vice president
of the American Federation of Labor, who put forward the initial proposal in the spring of 1882. According to
McGuire, on May 8, 1882, he made a proposition to the fledgling Central Labor Union in New York City that a
day be set aside for a "general holiday for the laboring classes". According to McGuire he further recommended
that the event should begin with a street parade as a public demonstration of organized labor's solidarity and
strength, with the march followed by a picnic, to which participating local unions could sell tickets as a fundraiser.
According to McGuire he suggested the first Monday in September as an ideal date for such a public celebration,
owing to optimum weather and the date's place on the calendar, sitting midway between the Fourth of July and
Thanksgiving public holidays.
Labor Day picnics and other public gatherings frequently featured speeches by prominent labor leaders.
In 1909 the American Federation of Labor convention designated the Sunday preceding Labor Day as "Labor Sunday", to be dedicated to the spiritual and educational aspects of the labor movement. This secondary date failed to
gain significant traction in popular culture.
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

August Memories
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Pastor Makana
Alika C. &
Jackie K.

Chancel Choir

Jackie K.

Alika C.

8

9

GIVE ALOHA AT FOODLAND TO HELP US RAISE
FUNDS!
WAIPAHU UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST is par ticipating in
Give Aloha, Foodland’s Annual Community Matching Gifts Program. This program honors
Foodland’s founder, Maurice J. “Sully” Sullivan, and continues his legacy of giving back to the community.
How It Works
From September 1-30, customers are invited to make donations of up to $249 to participating Hawaii non
-profit organizations at checkout. Donations are accepted at any Foodland, Sack N Save or Foodland
Farms checkout. Foodland and the Western Union Foundation will match a portion of each donation.
Individuals must use their own Maika'i number to make a donation. Donations made without a Maika'i
number will not be matched.
How to Donate
At checkout, present your Maika'i card (or provide your number) and inform the cashier that you would
like to make a donation to Waipahu United Church of Christ, code number 77893. If you do not have a
Maika'i card/number, you may request to establish one. Your donation will be added to your grocery purchase total. You may donate up to $249 per organization; any portion exceeding $249 will not be
matched. The amount you donate and the name of our organization will appear on your receipt. Donations must be payable to Foodland or Sack N Save.

Acknowledgement of Your Donation
Donor names will not be released to our organization. Therefore, if you would like to us to know of your
gift, please contact us directly so that we may properly acknowledge your gift. You may ask the cashier
for a duplicate receipt to submit to us.
Are These Contributions Tax Deductible?
These contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Please save your store receipt for
tax purposes since it will be the only record you will have of your donation(s).
How Matching Gifts Will Be Calculated

Matching gifts will be calculated at the end of the program. Our organization will receive 100% of all
customer donations given to us, plus our percentage of Foodland and the Western Union Foundation’s
$250,000 matching gift. The portion of the matching gift that each organization will receive will be based
on the total dollar amount of customer donations designated to that organization as a % of all customer
donations received for all organizations.
Questions?
Please contact Community Relations at Foodland at (808) 732-0791 ext. 7388 if you have any additional
questions.
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DATES TO REMEMBER
Every Sunday is:
First Sunday is:

9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
9:30 a.m. Communion Sunday

Sunday, September 1
11:00 a.m. Board of Christian Education Meeting
Monday, September 2
~ Labor Day * Office closed ~
Sunday, September 8
10:30 a.m. Social Action Meeting
Saturday, September 14 8:00 a.m. Church Work Day
Tuesday, September 17
5:30 p.m. Board of Trustees Meeting
7:30 a.m. Food Drop at the Senior Apartments
Wednesday, Sept. 18
10:00 a.m. Pule Ohana - Prayer Ministry
Thursday, September 19 4:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting
Sunday, September 22
11:00 a.m. Board of Deacons Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 25
10:00 a.m. Bingo-ship

